228	REPUBLIC TO   EMPIRE	[1848-1853
The Assembly could now finish off the construction of the
Second Republic.   Its essential feature was the balance between
Legislature and Executive—a Chamber and a President, each
elected by universal suffrage,   and therefore each possessing
equal democratic authority (N49).    The candidates for the
Presidency were  Lamartine,   Ledru-Rollin,   Cavaignac  and
Louis Napoleon Bonaparte.   The last-named had escaped from
his fortress (§ 108) two years before, and had taken refuge in
England, whence he had returned to France on being elected
to the Constituent Assembly.   The discredit of the Orleans
regime had given great impetus to the " Napoleonic Legend,"
and in the presidential election he had several notable advantages.
For one thing, each of the other candidates had given offence
to a considerable section of the nation.   Lamartine was despised
as a mere talker;   Cavaignac was hated as the slayer of the
working-men of Paris;    Ledru-Rollin  was  distrusted as  a
Socialist.    Moreover, many of the most influential men in
France were not republicans at all.   Bonapartists, Legitimists
and  Orleanists  all  favoured  personal  government,   and  all
supported the Catholic Church against free-thinking Repub-
licans.    To the Bonapartists Louis Napoleon was a sort of
Messiah, while to royalists of either brand he was at least an
improvement on either of the other candidates, and they hoped
that he would prepare the way for a restoration of the mon-
archy later on.   They joined to form a " party of order/*
a Conservative anti-Socialist organisation which supported his
candidature throughout the country.   Moreover, to the mass
of the nation the very name " Napoleon " was like a magic
spell.   As he himself said in his Election Address, it was a
programme in itself, standing for order at home and glory
abroad.  By a majority of two-thirds of the votes cast, the nation
declared that this was just what it wanted.
§ 116. the second republic.—The " Party of Order "
followed up this success by gaining a big majority in the new
Legislature; and before long the Socialists raised another riot

